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REMARKS 

Status of the Application 

Claims 23-28 and 31-38 were previously pending. Claims 23-28 and 31-38 were rejected 
under 35 USC 103(a) as being unpatentable over Taguchi et al. (Re 33,740) in view of Landmeier 
etal. (US 5,381,160). 

Applicant has amended claim 23 to combine the contents of claims 24-25, and accordingly 
canceled claims 24 and 25. No new matter adds through the amendments. For the reasons 
discussed below, withdrawal of the rejections is requested. 

Claim Rejections- 35 U.S.C. 103(a) 

Claims 23-28 and 31-38 were rejected under 35 USC 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Taguchi et al. (Re 33,740) in view of Landmeier et al. (US 5,381,160). 

Applicant has amended claim 23 to combine the contents of claims 24-25. 

The Office Action considers the Taguchi Fig. 2 (120e) and the Landmeier Fig. 8(40) are 
equivalent to the "buffering layer" in claim 23. However, they are different for the following 
reasons: 

1. In Taguchi, "the magnetic sheets 120a, 120b, 120e and 120f in the tablet 100 are provided 
for the purpose of obtaining increased electromagnetic induction by constituting the path of 
magnetic flux produced around each exciting line by means of the magnetic elements 122 in the 
sheets" (Col. 8, Lines 43-48). It can be seen from this content that the magnetic sheet 120e is not 
used as a buffering layer to keep a space between the induction layer and the shield layer. 
Therefore, they are different. 

2. In Landmeier, "the first layer with a second piece of transparent substrate 40 having ITO 
transparent conductive material 42 thereon forming the Y-conductors 34 adhesively attached 
thereover comprising the second layer" (Col. 6, Lines 5-12), "As those skilled in the art will 
recognize from the description which follows, preferably the X-conductors 32 are connected 
according to a loop-back pattern and the Y-conductors 34 are connected according to a straight 
pattern, which technique was developed by the assignee of this application for use in cordless 
electromagnetic digitizers" 

It can be seen that the transparent substrate 40 is only used to form the Y-conductors 34 for 
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use in cordless electromagnetic digitizers but is not used as a buffering layer to keep a space 
between the induction layer and the shield layer. Therefore, they are different. 

Neither the Taguchi nor the Landmeier disclosed the buffering layer of the claim 23 so that 
they can not represent the technical effect of keeping a space between the induction layer and the 
shield layer. 

Above all, the currently amended claim 23 possesses inventive step over Taguchi in view of 
Landmeier. 

For the reasons discussed above, claim 23 is patentable over of Taguchi and Landmeier. 
Claims 26-28 and 31-38 depend from claim 1 and, thus, are also patentable over Taguchi and 
Landmeier for at least the same reasons. 

In addition, claims 26-28 and 31-38 contain features that further distinguish over the cited 
references. 

Conclusion 

In view of the foregoing amendments and remarks, it is respectfully submitted that the 
remaining claims are now in condition for allowance. Allowance of this application is earnestly 
solicited. 
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